
 

Announcements – August 1, 2021 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CSP 
We are pleased to be a new partner congregation of the Orange County 
Jewish Community Scholar Program (CSP).   Please join us at an 
upcoming program!       

  

The Last Kings of Shanghai – The Rival Jewish Dynasties That Helped 
Create Modern China 
Sunday, August 1, 7:00 pm EDT (online) 

 



Join us for an epic, multigenerational story of two rival dynasties – the 
Sassoons and the Kadoories – that flourished in Shanghai and Hong Kong 
as twentieth-century China surged into the modern era, from the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist. These two Jewish families, both originally from 
Baghdad, stood astride Chinese business and politics for more than 175 
years, profiting from the Opium Wars; surviving Japanese occupation; 
courting Chiang Kai-shek; and losing nearly everything as the Communists 
swept into power. In The Last Kings of Shanghai, Jonathan Kaufman tells 
the remarkable history of how these families participated in an economic 
boom that opened China to the world, but remained blind to the country’s 
deep inequality and to the political turmoil at their doorsteps. In a story 
stretching from Baghdad to Hong Kong to Shanghai to London, Kaufman 
enters the lives and minds of these ambitious men and women to forge a 
tale of opium smuggling, family rivalry, political intrigue, and 
survival. Jonathan Kaufman is a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter who has 
written and reported on China for thirty years for The Boston Globe, where 
he covered the 1989 massacre in Tiananmen Square; The Wall Street 
Journal, where he served as China bureau chief from 2002 to 2005; and 
Bloomberg News. He is the author of A Hole in the Heart of the World: 
Being Jewish in Eastern Europe and Broken Alliance: The Turbulent Times 
Between Blacks and Jews in America, winner of the National Jewish Book 
Award. He is director of the School of Journalism at Northeastern 
University in Boston. 
https://mailchi.mp/2deda6cf1a2e/csp-zoom-programs-week-of-april-5-
5923218?fbclid=IwAR1zs7NwOrQTkx4pCy-
lyhU6bDWY_yWnz9ZAZNMlw8znKUdYNjH7w1kTIws 

The Torah of the Lord of the Rings 
Tuesday, August 3, 3:30 pm EDT  (online) 

 



John Ronald Reuel Tolkien was a philologist who borrowed from Biblical 
Hebrew for many of the character’s names in his famous trilogy. Join us to 
learn the Hebrew basis of Bilbo, Frodo, Gandalf, Sauron, Saruman, Tom 
Bombadil and even Tolkien’s own name. There is no better place than 
Hobbit-country itself to understand how Jewish ideas lie embedded in this 
epic novel. Rabbi Dr. Raphael Zarum is Dean of the London School of 
Jewish Studies (LSJS). He has a doctorate in Theoretical Physics, a 
Masters’ in Education, and is a graduate of the Mandel Leadership School 
in Jerusalem. Raphael is a sought-after lecturer with wildly innovative and 
meaningful readings of Torah, Midrash, Talmud and the Jewish festivals 
that reference modern literature, cinema and culture. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEldOysqDgiEtTahPVazom1E7T5ka5jdeFr?utm_sour
ce=CSP&utm_campaign=09f5dabd15-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0
_5ee28fcba1-09f5dabd15-386548940  

All New, GEMS  of the Zohar 
Tuesday, August 5, 3:30 pm EDT (Part 1 - online)   
Tuesday, August 12, 3:30 pm EDT (Part 2 - online) 
Tuesday, August 19, 3:30 pm EDT (Part 3 - online) 

 

The Zohar is the masterpiece of Kabbalah, a vast mystical commentary on the Torah, 
composed in 13th-century Spain. In this all new 3-part series, we will explore more of 
the Zohar’s striking ideas, including passages from the Zohar on the Hidden Light, the 
meaning of dreams, and meditating on a candle. A recording of our 3-part series with 
Prof. Matt from last summer as well as other programs on the Zohar can be enjoyed at 
this LINK. Daniel C. Matt is a teacher of Jewish spirituality and one of the world’s 
leading authorities on Kabbalah and the Zohar. He has been featured in Time and 
Newsweek and has appeared on National Public Radio and the History Channel. He 
has published over a dozen books, including The Essential Kabbalah (translated into 
eight languages), Zohar: Annotated and Explained, and God and the Big Bang: 
Discovering Harmony between Science and Spirituality (revised edition, 2016). Several 
years ago, Daniel completed an 18-year project of translating and annotating the Zohar. 
In 2016, Stanford University Press published his ninth volume of The Zohar: Pritzker 



Edition, concluding the Zohar’s main commentary on the Torah. For this work, Daniel 
has been honored with a National Jewish Book Award and a Koret Jewish Book Award. 
The Koret award hailed his translation as “a monumental contribution to the history of 
Jewish thought.” Daniel received his Ph.D. from Brandeis University and for twenty 
years served as professor at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California. He 
has also taught at Stanford University and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Daniel 
lives in Berkeley with his wife Hana. Currently he is writing a biography of Elijah the 
Prophet for the Yale Jewish Lives series. He also teaches Zohar online. For information 
about this ongoing Zohar course, see the website of Stanford University Press. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMtcuGorDosEtXBwjD63znjjvA0692Wi5KI?utm_sourc
e=CSP&utm_campaign=09f5dabd15-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0
_5ee28fcba1-09f5dabd15-386548940 

SUMMER APPEAL 2021 
Our Summer Appeal is underway.  We welcome your support at any level.  

Donations can be made online or through the mail.  Thank you! 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/summer-2021-appeal/ 

VOLUNTEER 
Do you have time to volunteer and help us grow?  Please complete our 

Volunteer Interest Form. 
https://form.jotform.com/202885558815165 

GIVING 
Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make 
other general donations to support the synagogue. Donations can be made 

online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  

VISIT US ONLINE 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 

        

 


