
 

Announcements – July 5, 2021 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CSP 
We are pleased to be a new partner congregation of the Orange County 
Jewish Community Scholar Program (CSP).   Please join us at an 
upcoming program!      

    

  

 
Tastes and Sounds of Yeroham: Multi-Cultural Mecca in the Negev 
Desert (a 3-Part Series) 
Part 1:  The “Bnei Israel” Indian Jewish community in Yeroham 
 
Tuesday, July 6, 1:00 pm EDT (online) 
Tuesday, July 13, 1:00 pm EDT (online) 
Tuesday, July 20, 1:00 pm EDT (online) 



 

 
 
Part 1 – The “Bnei Israel” are a very ancient Jewish community in India, 
which traces its roots to the First Temple Period and the exile of the tribes 
from the Kingdom of Israel (8th century BCE). Immigrants from India began 
arriving in Yeroham in 1954, with larger waves of immigration coming in the 
late 1950s and 1970s. Not by chance was the first synagogue building in 
the State of Israel for this community built in Yeroham in 1962: “Sha’arei 
Rahamim”. The special relationship Bnei Israel Jews have with Elijah the 
Prophet is epitomized in the Malida ceremony – whose center is the 
compilation of a tray of symbolic fruits, nuts, grains and spice. We will visit 
the Bnei Israel synagogue, watch how the Malida tray is prepared, listen to 
some traditional and new Indian Jewish songs with the “Raga Tunes” band, 
and hear how two women – Latvian-born and Indian-born – cook up 
wonderful dishes together in Yeroham’s commercial center. People we will 
meet include: Igal Dan, manager of the “Raga Tunes” band, teacher, and 
master percussionist; one of the leaders of the Bnei Israel community in 
Yeroham, preserver of traditional Indian Jewish music, and composer of 
original music and “piyyut”; Latvian-born Maya Simis, founder, owner and 
manager of the “Mayushka” vegan-Indian restaurant; and Rozi Panker, 
Indian-born mother of 4, who made Aliyah from Mumbai to Israel and 
settled in Yeroham in 2003 and who is responsible for the amazing Indian 
cuisine at “Mayushka”. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwqfuupqz8oEtJKY7XoaR0oRIqmC65lYkDi?utm_sour
ce=CSP&utm_campaign=9d3220fc9c-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0
_5ee28fcba1-9d3220fc9c-386548940 

 



TAKING TO THE STREETS: Israeli Protest Movements (a 4-Part 
Series) 
Part 2: Black Lives Matter: The Black Panther Movement in Israel 
 
Thursday, July 8, 3:30 pm EDT (online) 

 

Part 2 – In 1971 the Black Panther movement by Mizrahi Jews and later, 
many demonstrations by Beta Israel Ethiopians, pose the question of 
discrimination in Israeli society. Whether it is a matter of the haves and 
have nots, or about the Ashkenazi/Sephardi-Mizrahi divide, these protests 
highlight the pain of marginal groups. The session will delve into the goals 
of the two groups, their actions and dreams while, at the same time, 
recognizing that the situation is improving as the country grapples with 
multiple challenges.  Paul Liptz, a social historian and CSP’s recent 19th 
Annual One Month Scholar in Residence, was on the Tel Aviv University 
faculty for 40 years, teaching graduate and undergraduate students in the 
Department of Middle East and African History and the International 
School, where he dealt with a wide range of topics. His main interests are 
History of the Yishuv [Pre-State], the Modern State of Israel and Arab 
Women and Nationalism in the Middle East. Paul was born in Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe) and came as a volunteer to Israel one day before the Six Day 
War on June 4, 1967. He decided to stay in Israel, married Brenda and 
they have 4 children and 12 grandchildren. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvd-
urqTsiGtRmZ5DNg29pli5zm2f0hm7v?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=d92e52fa54-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0
_5ee28fcba1-d92e52fa54-386548940 
 

Giving 
Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make 



other contributions to help support the Walnut Street Synagogue.  The form 
below provides instructions for online donations. 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Donation-Form.pdf 

 

Volunteer 
Do you have time to volunteer and help us grow?  Please complete our 

Volunteer Interest Form.  
https://form.jotform.com/202885558815165 

 

Visit Us Online 
Website 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 

Facebook Page – Walnut Street Synagogue 
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 

Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 

 

                        

  
 


