
 

Announcements – July 25, 2021 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CSP 
We are pleased to be a new partner congregation of the Orange County 
Jewish Community Scholar Program (CSP).   Please join us at an 
upcoming program!       

  

Virtual Walking Tour of RIGA – “The Paris of the North” 
Tuesday, July 27, 3:30 EDT (online) 

 



Join us  for a virtual walking tour of Riga (the capital of the Baltic 
region), led by CSP’s favorite Baltic guide – Daniel Gurevich. Once 
dubbed the ‘Paris of the North,’ Riga is an architectural gem replete with 
medieval houses, Gothic gabled roofs, Renaissance guild houses, lavish 
Baroque homes, and Art Nouveau housing designed by Jewish architect 
Mikhail Eisenstein, on a par with the architecture of Vienna or Barcelona. It 
is a city recently emerged from behind the Iron Curtain, still playing catch-
up with the rest of western Europe. Contrasts abound. A five minute walk 
from the historic Old Town (declared a UNESCO site in 1997) will take you 
either to stunning Art Nouveau architecture or crumbling wooden houses, 
to a modern architectural masterpiece or a monstrous soviet eyesore. The 
Jewish history of Riga reaches as far back as the 13th century, but it 
wouldn’t be for at least 200 more years that Jews would make an economic 
impact. An interesting fact, in the late 1920s, Riga became the center of the 
global Lubavitch movement due to its leader, R. Yosef Yitzhak Schneerson, 
receiving citizenship and protection by the Latvian government after being 
exiled from the Soviet Union. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIuc-uspzwvHdW5gnwfsmEQvKVi-
OvVwjMz?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=2cd9fe1123-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0
_5ee28fcba1-2cd9fe1123-386548940 

 

SPIN: A NOVEL 
The Amazing Around the World Bicycle Adventure 
of Annie Londonderry 
Thursday, July 29, 3:30 pm EDT (online) 

 



Rescue Road author Peter Zheutlin will discuss his newest book – Spin: A 
Novel Based on a (Mostly) True Story. Peter first wrote a non-fiction 
historical account of his great-grandaunt, Annie Londonderry, 
called Around the World on Two Wheels, published in 2007. Spin is written 
as an historical fiction. Annie Londonderry (whose real last name was 
Kopchovsky – Londonderry was the name Annie agreed to go by in return 
for sponsorship by New Hampshire’s Londonderry Spring Water Company) 
was the first woman to cycle around the world in the 1890s! Reportedly, 
this feat was set in motion due to a wager between two Boston merchants. 
The bet required Annie to circle the globe in 15 months and earn $5000 
while en route! It should be noted that Annie was married and the mother of 
three children at the time.  Peter Zheutlin is a freelance journalist and 
author whose work has appeared regularly in The Boston Globe and The 
Christian Science Monitor. Mr. Zheutlin has also written for The New York 
Times, The Los Angeles Times, AARP Magazine and numerous other 
publications in the U.S. and abroad. He is the author of the New York 
Times bestseller Rescue Road: One Man, Thirty Thousand Dogs and a 
Million Miles on the Lost Hope Highway (Sourcebooks, 2015) and Around 
the World on Two Wheels: Annie Londonderry’s Extraordinary 
Ride (Citadel Press, 2007) and the co-author, with Thomas B. Graboys, 
M.D., of Life in the Balance: A Physician’s Memoir of Life, Love and Loss 
with Parkinson’s Disease and Dementia (Union Square Press, 2008). Peter 
is a graduate of Amherst College and Boston College Law School and 
resides in Massachusetts with his wife, author Judy Gelman. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0tdeioqjMvHdNxGCZUeSTJQUk0JNoTGaY9?utm_s
ource=CSP&utm_campaign=5c5779461e-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0
_5ee28fcba1-5c5779461e-386548940 

 

SUMMER APPEAL 2021 
Our Summer Appeal is underway.  We welcome your support at any level.  

Donations can be made online or through the mail.  Thank you! 
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/summer-2021-appeal/ 

VOLUNTEER 
Do you have time to volunteer and help us grow?  Please complete our 

Volunteer Interest Form. 
https://form.jotform.com/202885558815165 

 



GIVING 
Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make 
other general donations to support the synagogue. Donations can be made 

online or through the mail.  
https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/giving/  

 
VISIT US ONLINE 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 

 

                        

  
 


