
 
Announcements – June 6, 2021 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CSP    
We are pleased to be a new partner congregation of the Orange County 
Jewish Community Scholar Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming 
program!       

 

Coherent Judaism 
Tuesday, June 22, 3:30 pm EDT (online) 

 

Join Rabbi Dr. Shai Cherry argues that theological pluralism–maintaining 
different ideas about God–lies at the root of Judaism being more about deed 
than creed. He will discuss how these contradictory theologies explain 
certain contemporary legal inequities.  Rabbi Dr. Shai Cherry serves as 
rabbi and Creative Educational Officer of Congregation Adath Jeshurun in 
Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. After eighteen years in academics, Cherry 
shifted from university teaching to the pulpit in 2019. Rav Shai’s early 



academic research focused on Judaism and Darwinism. His first book,Torah 
through Time: Understanding Bible Commentary from the Rabbinic Period 
to Modern Times, redirected his focus from creation to revelation—how is 
God’s word and will understood in changing circumstances? Finally, how do 
we respond to what we understand to be God’s will? To address that 
question, Cherry attended the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies and was 
ordained in 2009. His latest work, Coherent Judaism: Constructive 
Theology, Creation, and Halakhah brings these threads together to offer a 
vision of 21st-century Judaism. Formerly on the faculties of Vanderbilt 
University and the University of San Diego, he is the featured lecturer for 
The Great Courses’ “Introduction to Judaism”. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAvf-
mpqjsrG937RRFcAof2_lXkjLDUrf9c?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=1d53b45d62-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
1d53b45d62-386548940 

 
Another Momentous Year: Annual Supreme Court Review  
Monday, June 21, 3:30 pm EDT  (online) 

 

 

Dean Erwin Chemerinsky takes us through an amazing year of cases 
decided (and still to be decided) by the Roberts Court and tells us what to 
expect in the coming term.  Cases include voting rights, First Amendment 
rights of students and charitable organizations, the Affordable Care Act, free 
exercise of religion, and police searches of homes. Erwin 



Chemerinsky became the 13th Dean of Berkeley Law on July 1, 2017, 
when he joined the faculty as the Jesse H. Choper Distinguished Professor 
of Law. Prior to assuming this position, from 2008-2017, he was the 
founding Dean and Distinguished. Professor of Law, and Raymond Pryke 
Professor of First Amendment Law, at University of California, Irvine School 
of Law.  He is the author of fourteen books, including leading casebooks 
and treatises about constitutional law, criminal procedure, and federal 
jurisdiction. His most recent books are The Religion Clauses: The Case for 
Separating Church and State (with Howard Gillman) (Oxford 
University Press 2020), and Presumed Guilty: How the Supreme Court 
Empowered the Police and Subverted Civil Rights (to be published by 
Norton in 2021).  He frequently argues appellate cases, including in the 
United States Supreme Court.  In January 2021, he was named President-
elect of the Association of American Law Schools. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvcuqgpzojHtZA3c9R-s759FK9jl-
WzkV8?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=b2982f255d-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
b2982f255d-386548940 

 

A Window into the United Arab Emirates 
Sunday, June 20, 3:00 pm EDT  (online) 

 

Dan Feferman will guide our window into the United Arab Emirates. The 
origins of Dubai trace back to the 7th century, however few people 
associate the largest city of the UAE with ancient times. Dubai is best 
described as “the City of the Future”: nowhere else on the planet you will 
find so many incredible architectural constructions that are ultra-modern and 



even ahead of our times.  In this virtual tour of the United Arab Emirates, 
Dan Feferman digs into the nation’s geopolitical, religious, and economic 
significance in the region and its position as one of Israel’s newest peace 
partners. We ill learn how Dubai has transformed from a little Bedouin 
fishing village into the most vibrant metropolis of the 21st century in less 
than a generation. Dan Feferman is an author, speaker and researcher who 
focuses on Israel, the Jewish world and the Middle East. He has published 
numerous articles and speaks regularly in Israel and around the world on 
these matters, and is co-host of the Jewanced Podcast. Dan is a fellow at 
the Jewish People Policy Institute, a leading think-tank on issues of 
importance to Israel and the Jewish people. In this capacity, he researches 
religious pluralism in Israel, trends in the American Jewish community, 
Israel-Diaspora relations and more. He is a founding member of the UAE-
Israel Business Council, which seeks to create commercial, cultural and 
personal ties between Emiratis and Israelis, and founded and heads the 
Gulf-Israel Policy Forum.  Dan holds a BA in International Politics and 
Middle East Studies from the American University in Washington DC and an 
MA in Security Studies from Tel Aviv University. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwod-
isqTMqHtWSO1QYGDzpKkzpSWqQKSqJ?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=7f74a6339f-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
7f74a6339f-386548940 

 

CSP FIRST ANNUAL Maimonides Award For Excellence in Jewish Education 
Honoring Rabbi Charlie Savenor, Featuring Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, live from 
New York City 
The Power of Moral Imagination 
Sunday, June 13, 3:00 pm EDT  (online) 

 



 

Rabbi Charlie Savenor will be presented with the first annual CSP “Maimonides 
Award for Excellence in Jewish Education”. Rabbi Savenor, Director of 
Congregational Education at Park Avenue Synagogue in New York City, has tirelessly 
worked to make Jewish learning come alive through his teaching, travel adventures 
and his personal example. In honor of Rabbi Savenor, Rabbi Joseph Telushkin will 
discuss his newest book (currently being written) – The Power of the Moral 
Imagination. Extraordinary advances have been made in the last century in medicine, 
science, and technology because individuals and/or groups of people have applied the 
full resources of their intellects to solving problems that had previously been thought to 
be insoluble. In terms of morality, progress has been less consistent. People rarely use 
the full range of their intelligence to solve the moral problems that afflict us in our daily 
behavior. “Moral Imagination” describes the sort of ingenious solutions offered in 
dozens of instances. 

Rabbi Charlie Savenor joined the Park Avenue Synagogue staff as Director of 
Congregational Education in July 2014 after working at the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism (USCJ) as the Director of Congregational Development. In this 
role, he was an international resource for 620 affiliated Conservative synagogues in 
the areas of leadership, organizational development, strategic planning, 
communications, volunteer engagement, curriculum, youth programming, and 
enrichment.  He was ordained at JTS in 1996 with a concentration in Education and 
earned a Master’s in Education at Columbia University, Teachers College in 
2008.   Rabbi Savenor’s articles on parenting, leadership, and Judaism in the 21st 
century have appeared in “The Jewish Week,” “Hadassah Magazine,” and “The 
Jerusalem Post.” Rabbi Joseph Telushkin is a spiritual leader, well-known scholar of 
Jewish history and ethics and a prolific author. His large body of work includes more 
than fifteen books of nonfiction, a mystery series, and television and movie scripts. His 
book Jewish Literacy: The Most Important Things to Know About the Jewish Religion, 
Its People, and Its History is the most widely read book on Judaism of the past two 
decades. His monumental work, A Code of Jewish Ethics: You Shall Be Holy, is a 
comprehensive presentation of Jewish teachings on the vital topic of personal 
character and integrity.   Rabbi Telushkin is a senior associate of the National Jewish 
Center for Learning and Leadership, serves on the board of the Jewish Book Council, 
and is the rabbi of the Los Angeles-based Synagogue for the Performing Arts. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0tcOCoqzIpEtLHV5AEdzNJr6ujDjBPXKsv?utm_source=CSP&utm
_campaign=79e35ddf94-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
79e35ddf94-386548940 



The Shrew, the Femme Fatale, the Prima Donna & the Whore: Four Talmudic 
Heroines 
Tuesday, June 8, 1:00 pm EDT  (online) 

 

Gila Fine, live from Jerusalem, will discuss stories such as what possessed Yalta to 
smash 400 bottles of her husband’s wine? How does the newly widowed Homa get 
herself driven out of town? And why must R. Hiyya's wife dress up as a prostitute to 
show her husband who she really is?  Women in the Talmud are usually secondary 
characters – mothers, daughters, or wives of the male heroes. On the rare occasion 
when a woman does star in her own story, she generally appears as an anti-feminist 
stereotype, a critical portrayal of a bad woman. Reading these texts carefully and 
between the lines, we will discover there’s a lot more to the stories than initially meets 
the eye; that the Talmudic heroines are far more complex then they first seem; and that 
the rabbis had rather surprising – so as not to say proto-feminist – views of marriage, 
childbirth, female power, and sex.. Gila Fine is editor in chief of Maggid Books (Koren 
Publishers Jerusalem and a faculty member of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies 
and the Nachshon Project. Haaretz has called her “a young woman on her way to 
becoming one of the more outstanding Jewish thinkers of the next generation.” 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMvd-
mgqzsjHtJS__tmUeihqZ5dUn32xXOA?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=3798976943-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
3798976943-386548940 

 

Community Programs 

Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at  New England Historic Genealogical 
Society – Tenth Anniversary Celebration 
Thursday, June 10, 5:30 pm EDT (online program sponsored in part by the Walnut 
Street Synagogue) 

Join the community to celebrate ten years of the Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center 
at New England Historic Genealogical Society. 
https://my.americanancestors.org/1550/1629 



 

Norman H. Finkelstein: The Shelter and the Fence 
Thursday, June 10, 7:00 pm EDT (online program from the Brookline Booksmith)     

Join award winning author Norman H. Finkelstein, one of the featured speakers at the 
Walnut Street Synagogue Founders’ Day in September 2019, for a discussion of his 
new book, The Shelter and the Fence: When 982 Holocaust Refugees Found Safe 
Haven in America.  

https://www.brooklinebooksmith.com/event/norman-h-finkelstein-shelter-and-
fence?fbclid=IwAR3tZjPayHyxL1WodhdwC4h8eiZYbcXyU_8iUYTKFo9ILyvKm7dYT1wGePE 

   

Giving 
Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other contributions to 

help support the Walnut Street Synagogue.  The form below provides instructions for online 
donations. 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Donation-Form.pdf 

 

Volunteer 
Do you have time to volunteer and help us grow?  Please complete our Volunteer Interest Form.  

https://form.jotform.com/202885558815165 

 

Visit Us Online 
Website 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 

Facebook Page – Walnut Street Synagogue 
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 

Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 


