
 
Announcements – June 27, 2021 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CSP    
We are pleased to be a new partner congregation of the Orange County 
Jewish Community Scholar Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming 
program!       

 

 
Unravelling Shtisel Season 3 
Monday, June 28, 3:30 pm EDT  (online) 

 
 
Join Dr. Julia Wagner as she unravels the latest season of Shtisel. This presentation 
brings a psychoanalytical perspective to explore the themes of doubles, dreams and 
death as they play out in the yearnings and frustrations of the Shtisel family. No prior 
reading is necessary, but familiarity with Shtisel is recommended. Season 3 of Shtisel, 
starring Michael Aloni (Akiva), Doval’e Glickman (Shulem), Neta Riskin (Giti) and Shira 
Haas (Ruchami), is avaialble to view at this LINK. Dr. Julia Wagner is a London-based 
lecturer and writer specializing in film and television. She holds a PhD in Film Studies 
(UCL) and an MA in Italian Studies (University of Edinburgh). She lectures widely, 
including teaching Film Studies courses for adults and regularly presenting her 
research at cultural centers and international conferences. Julia’s writing about film and 



television has been published by the British Film Institute, Sight and Sound, Huffington 
Post UK, Jewish Quarterly journal and The Jewish Chronicle. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMkde-
qqTkuH92_pjfBqFqsh7EEupmRkpCM?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=d92e52fa54-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
d92e52fa54-386548940 
  

The Catskills: Its History and How It Changed America 
Tuesday, June 29, 3:30 pm EDT (online) 

 
Join us as we learn that there is so much more to the New York mountain range than 
its Borscht Belt reputation suggests. America’s literature, school of art, and hospitality 
industry were all first founded there—long before the Catskills became known as the 
quintessential playground for upwardly mobile Jews. In fact, until the early 20th 
century, much of the region maintained a strict “No Jews” policy, a situation that 
changed practically overnight. How did that happen? And, once it did, who were the 
larger-than-life characters—most of them women—who molded the Catskills into a 
world-class cultural and socio-economic force? (And what gangsters hid out up there?) 
What was the appeal of the place? What defined “Catskills humor”—and why did it 
wield such a persuasive influence on show business? What brought about the end of 
the Golden Era? And what is taking place up in the mountains today? As described by 
The Wall Street Journal, Stephen M. Silverman “is a veteran journalist and historian 
of popular culture [who] writes with verve and mischief.” His 13 books include vibrant 
histories of the Catskill Mountains and amusement parks, as well as the internationally 
acclaimed biographies of legendary film directors David Lean (Lawrence of Arabia) and 
Stanley Donen (Singin’ in the Rain). His first job, when he was an undergraduate at UC 
Irvine, was selling ice cream in Disneyland. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYsceyprz4rEtJ3guHVrfeZtIMOE6-DE67-
?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=d92e52fa54-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
d92e52fa54-386548940 
 



Beyond the Myths:  Getting Started with Ashkenazi Jewish Genealogy 
Wednesday, June 30, 3:30 pm EDT (online) 

  
Jennifer Mendelsohn will guide us as we learn that Eastern European Jewish family 
research is often shrouded in myths and misunderstandings. Many Jewish family trees 
only extend two or three generations because of the fallacy that no records remain 
from “the old country” (not true!) or that “names were changed at Ellis Island (also not 
true!) Many beginners are stymied by easily avoidable traps like being too inflexible 
with spelling and not searching creatively enough. Learn how you can get started on 
the path to successfully reclaiming your family’s story. Jennifer will share how she uses 
many of the same strategies she learned during a long career as a journalist to hone in 
on the hidden clues in your family’s story and follow where they lead, to amazing new 
stories and unexpected relatives. Jennifer Mendelsohn began her career as a 
journalist and ghostwriter. A former Washington, DC-based special correspondent for 
People, she also wrote the satirical “Keeping Tabs” column for Slate. A native Long 
Islander now based in Baltimore, Mendelsohn serves on the board of the Jewish 
Genealogy Society of Maryland and is the administrator of Facebook’s Jewish Genetic 
Genealogy group. Her work has received international media attention, including being 
featured on CNN.com, The New Yorker, The Washington Post and Yahoo News. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAvfuurrzMjHdw0G4RjZFJfOxhO-
dr9Bmsq?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=d92e52fa54-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
d92e52fa54-386548940 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TAKING TO THE STREETS: Israeli Protest Movements (a 4-Part Series) 
Part 1: Blood Money from Germans: The Reparations of 1952| 
Thursday, June 1, 3:30 pm EDT (online) 

 

Part 1 –  Israel was deeply divided over the issue of reparations from Germany to 
compensate for the loss of Jewish property during the Shoah and to assist immigrant 
absorption in the early 1950s. The left and right fervently opposed negotiating with 
Chancellor Adenauer and receiving German money while the centrist Mapai looked at 
the pragmatic needs of the young state and recognized that the receipt of billions of 
marks would necessitate direct contacts. The Knesset debates and large 
demonstrations brought about violence, attacks on the parliament and dangerous 
speeches, including a 3 month suspension of Menachem Begin. Paul Liptz, a social 
historian and CSP’s recent 19th Annual One Month Scholar in Residence, was on the 
Tel Aviv University faculty for 40 years, teaching graduate and undergraduate students 
in the Department of Middle East and African History and the International School, 
where he dealt with a wide range of topics. His main interests are History of the Yishuv 
[Pre-State], the Modern State of Israel and Arab Women and Nationalism in the Middle 
East. Paul was born in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and came as a volunteer to Israel one 
day before the Six Day War on June 4, 1967. He decided to stay in Israel, married 
Brenda and they have 4 children and 12 grandchildren. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvd-
urqTsiGtRmZ5DNg29pli5zm2f0hm7v?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=d92e52fa54-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
d92e52fa54-386548940 

 

Giving 
Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other 

contributions to help support the Walnut Street Synagogue.  The form below provides 
instructions for online donations. 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Donation-Form.pdf 

 



Volunteer 
Do you have time to volunteer and help us grow?  Please complete our Volunteer 

Interest Form.  
https://form.jotform.com/202885558815165 

 

Visit Us Online 
Website 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 

Facebook Page – Walnut Street Synagogue 
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 

Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 

 

                            


