
 
Announcements – June 13, 2021 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CSP    
We are pleased to be a new partner congregation of the Orange County 
Jewish Community Scholar Program (CSP).   Please join us at an upcoming 
program!       

 

Coherent Judaism 
Tuesday, June 22, 3:30 pm EDT (online) 

 

Join Rabbi Dr. Shai Cherry argues that theological pluralism–maintaining different 
ideas about God–lies at the root of Judaism being more about deed than creed. He will 
discuss how these contradictory theologies explain certain contemporary legal 
inequities.  Rabbi Dr. Shai Cherry serves as rabbi and Creative Educational Officer of 
Congregation Adath Jeshurun in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. After eighteen years in 
academics, Cherry shifted from university teaching to the pulpit in 2019. Rav Shai’s 
early academic research focused on Judaism and Darwinism. His first book, Torah 
through Time: Understanding Bible Commentary from the Rabbinic Period to Modern 



Times, redirected his focus from creation to revelation—how is God’s word and will 
understood in changing circumstances? Finally, how do we respond to what we 
understand to be God’s will? To address that question, Cherry attended the Ziegler 
School of Rabbinic Studies and was ordained in 2009. His latest work, Coherent 
Judaism: Constructive Theology, Creation, and Halakhah brings these threads 
together to offer a vision of 21st-century Judaism. Formerly on the faculties of 
Vanderbilt University and the University of San Diego, he is the featured lecturer for 
The Great Courses’ “Introduction to Judaism”. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAvf-
mpqjsrG937RRFcAof2_lXkjLDUrf9c?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=1d53b45d62-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
1d53b45d62-386548940 

 
Another Momentous Year: Annual Supreme Court Review  
Monday, June 21, 3:30 pm EDT  (online) 

 

 

Dean Erwin Chemerinsky takes us through an amazing year of cases decided (and still 
to be decided) by the Roberts Court and tells us what to expect in the coming 
term.  Cases include voting rights, First Amendment rights of students and charitable 
organizations, the Affordable Care Act, free exercise of religion, and police searches of 
homes. Erwin Chemerinsky became the 13th Dean of Berkeley Law on July 1, 2017, 
when he joined the faculty as the Jesse H. Choper Distinguished Professor of 
Law. Prior to assuming this position, from 2008-2017, he was the founding Dean and 
Distinguished. Professor of Law, and Raymond Pryke Professor of First Amendment 
Law, at University of California, Irvine School of Law.  He is the author of fourteen 
books, including leading casebooks and treatises about constitutional law, criminal 
procedure, and federal jurisdiction. His most recent books are The Religion Clauses: 



The Case for Separating Church and State (with Howard Gillman) (Oxford 
University Press 2020), and Presumed Guilty: How the Supreme Court Empowered the 
Police and Subverted Civil Rights (to be published by Norton in 2021).  He frequently 
argues appellate cases, including in the United States Supreme Court.  In January 
2021, he was named President-elect of the Association of American Law Schools. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvcuqgpzojHtZA3c9R-s759FK9jl-
WzkV8?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=b2982f255d-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
b2982f255d-386548940 

 

A Window into the United Arab Emirates 
Sunday, June 20, 3:00 pm EDT  (online) 

 

Dan Feferman will guide our window into the United Arab Emirates. The origins of 
Dubai trace back to the 7th century, however few people associate the largest city of 
the UAE with ancient times. Dubai is best described as “the City of the Future”: 
nowhere else on the planet you will find so many incredible architectural constructions 
that are ultra-modern and even ahead of our times.  In this virtual tour of the United 
Arab Emirates, Dan Feferman digs into the nation’s geopolitical, religious, and 
economic significance in the region and its position as one of Israel’s newest peace 
partners. We ill learn how Dubai has transformed from a little Bedouin fishing village 
into the most vibrant metropolis of the 21st century in less than a generation. Dan 
Feferman is an author, speaker and researcher who focuses on Israel, the Jewish 
world and the Middle East. He has published numerous articles and speaks regularly in 
Israel and around the world on these matters, and is co-host of the Jewanced 
Podcast. Dan is a fellow at the Jewish People Policy Institute, a leading think-tank on 
issues of importance to Israel and the Jewish people. In this capacity, he researches 
religious pluralism in Israel, trends in the American Jewish community, Israel-Diaspora 
relations and more. He is a founding member of the UAE-Israel Business Council, 
which seeks to create commercial, cultural and personal ties between Emiratis and 



Israelis, and founded and heads the Gulf-Israel Policy Forum.  Dan holds a BA in 
International Politics and Middle East Studies from the American University in 
Washington DC and an MA in Security Studies from Tel Aviv University. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwod-
isqTMqHtWSO1QYGDzpKkzpSWqQKSqJ?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=7f74a6339f-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
7f74a6339f-386548940 

 

 

Where Have All Our Leaders Gone?  A Biblical Study of Power and 
Influence 
Thursday, June 17, 3:30 pm EDT (online) 

 

Dr. Erica Brown, author of twelve books on leadership, the Hebrew Bible and 
spirituality, presents a Jewish concept of leadership and how to implement it in today’s 
environment. Leadership. Unfortunately, there currently seems to be a lack of this most 
valuable trait in the Jewish community and the world at large. Our social media loving 
world has become exponentially democratized and thus harder to lead, to the point 
where politicians solicit any and all opinions before they act. Frustratingly, we live in a 
time when there are so many issues that face our community, and consequently we 
desperately need strong leaders. It seems that with the rise of the individual, 
leadership structures seem doomed to failure.  Dr. Erica Brown is the director of the 
Mayberg Center for Jewish Education and Leadership and an associate professor of 
curriculum and pedagogy at The George Washington University. Erica was a 
Jerusalem Fellow, is a faculty member of the Wexner Foundation, an Avi Chai Fellow 
and the recipient of the 2009 Covenant Award for her work in education. She is the 
author of twelve books on leadership, the Hebrew Bible and spirituality. 



https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAldeyuqzMrGNQROPSJD924vxElW0ZboE6_?utm_source=CSP&
utm_campaign=804a0e3f9f-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
804a0e3f9f-386548940 

 

ZUMU: A Story of Art, Hope and Social Change in Israel 
Tuesday, June 15, 1:00 pm EDT  (online) 

 

Shirel Horovitz, live from Tel Aviv, will discuss ZUMU (a portmanteau combining the 
Hebrew words for “move” and “museum”), a community based mobile museum which 
moves throughout Israel showcasing changing exhibits that are created and curated 
together with the local communities. Founded in 2017, one of five Sotheby’s 
commendations for 2018 and now in its fifth station in Lod, Zumu is a unique 
phenomenon combining art with social change and a deep love of Israeli society. In 
this session, Shirel will introduce us to the story behind this initiative, exploring the 
previous exhibitions and highlighting both the art and the social contexts in each of the 
cities. The session will continue with Milana Gitzin-Adiram, Founding Director and 
Chief Curator of Zumu, to hear her story. A woman inventing a museum and out to 
make a change in Israeli society, looking to get rid of the conventional divisions 
between the artists & audiences, art & communities and creativity & reality. Through 
sculpting, drawing and sound, Shirel Horovitz’s installations and performances 
explore the relations between cities and communities. She earned her BFA from 
Bezalel Academy of Art and Design, her MA from the Interdisciplinary Art Program at 
Tel Aviv University. Her works have been exhibited in museums and galleries across 
Israel and the US.  She is currently working on new works, including a sound 
installation to be exhibited in Ramat Gan Museum of Art in June 2021. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYtdu2vqDMrEtRTObQCoDPjd-vfHn-
0pC5o?utm_source=CSP&utm_campaign=804a0e3f9f-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee28fcba1-
804a0e3f9f-386548940 



 

 

Community Programs 

Documentary “A Fish Tale” and Filmmaker Q&A 
Tuesday, June 15 to Monday, June 21 – Virtual Screening 
Monday, June 21, 7:30 pm EDT – Filmmaker Q&A on Zoom 
(online program from Belmont World Film)  

 

Join our friends at Belmont World Film as they observe World Refugee 
Awareness Month by streaming the documentary A FISH TALE, about a family from 
Ghana that moves to Israel, where the husband hopes to learn how to farm fish from 
an Israeli fish farmer. The film was shot over the course of 10 years by Israeli 
filmmaker Emmanuelle Mayer, who will participate in a Q&A on Monday, June 21. 

https://watch.eventive.org/belmontworldfilmwram/play/6090782b1fc33f009fbe3243 

   

Giving 
Please visit our Giving page to send tributes, recognize yahrzeits and make other 

contributions to help support the Walnut Street Synagogue.  The form below provides 
instructions for online donations. 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Donation-Form.pdf 

 

Volunteer 
Do you have time to volunteer and help us grow?  Please complete our Volunteer 

Interest Form.  
https://form.jotform.com/202885558815165 

 



Visit Us Online 
Website 

https://walnutstreetsynagogue.com/ 

Facebook Page – Walnut Street Synagogue 
https://www.facebook.com/WalnutStreetSynagogue 

Facebook Group - Jews of Chelsea, MA Then and Now 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChelseaJews 


